
O
ne of the great challenges of our era is the
transformation of post-colonial societies

from underdeveloped status to modern
economies with representative governments.
India, the site of one of the greatest ancient civi-
lizations, emerged from colonial rule to become
the world’s largest democracy accompanied by a
rapidly growing economy. This series begins with
an examination of Hinduism and India’s ancient
roots and then segues into modern India. The re-
maining lectures in the series will examine the
nature of contemporary Indian society with a
view to promoting understanding of a people
and a nation that has in recent decades become a
leading international power. 

All six lectures of this series are open to the public
and will begin promptly at seven 
o’clock in the evening inside the Connector Build-
ing’s Civic Hall on the Blackwood Campus of Cam-
den County College. 

September 23, 2009
HINDUISM IN ITS MANY CULTURAL CONTEXTS 
Michael Linderman, assistant professor of South
Asian Civilizations and Religion at Seton Hall Univer-
sity, will explain the complexities of Hinduism and
the vital role it has played and continues to play in
Indian society. 

September 30, 2009
THE INDUS VALLEY AND BEYOND: THE 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE HISTORY OF SOUTH ASIA
Praveena Gullapalli, assistant professor in the Department
of Anthropology at Rhode Island College, will describe the
ancient cities of Harappa and Mohenjo-Daro and their re-
lationships with surrounding civilizations.  

October 14, 2009
‘MOTHER OF A HUNDRED SONS’ NO MORE: 
WOMEN IN CONTEMPORARY INDIA 
Rekha Datta, professor and chair of the Department of 
Political Science at Monmouth University, will discuss the
traditional cultural roles of women in the context of 
continuity and change and will include the challenges
and accomplishments of women in contemporary India. 

October 21, 2009
CELLULOID DEITIES: CONNECTIONS BETWEEN 
CINEMA AND POLITICS IN SOUTH INDIA 
Preminda Jacob, assistant professor in the department of
Art History at the University of Maryland, will review the
Indian film industry known as Bollywood, but will prima-
rily focus her comments on the cinema of South India. 

October 28, 2009
FROM ROOTS TO REALITIES: 
INDIA’S MUSLIM COMMUNITIES TODAY 
Haroon S. Moghul, doctoral candidate at Columbia Uni-
versity Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, will discuss
the history, ideological/theological and social roots of
India’s Muslim community. 

November 11, 2009
INDIA: UNDERSTANDING DIFFERENCES 
IN THE MAKING OF A SOCIETY
Rupa Viswanath, assistant professor of South Asia Studies
at the University of Pennsylvania, will explain how Indians
have negotiated their difference with varying degrees of
success by examining issues of gender, caste and religion. 
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A Tuition-Free Six-Part Lecture Series
Beginning 7 p.m.

Wednesday, September 23, 2009

College Drive
Blackwood, New Jersey
Connector Building, Civic Hall

Presented by:
Camden County College’s

Center for Civic Leadership and Responsibility
in collaboration with the

University of Pennsylvania’s South Asia Center
through a grant from 

New Jersey Council For The Humanities

ANCIENT CIVILIZATION TO 
MODERN DEMOCRACY

This program is made possible by a grant from the New Jersey Council for the Humanities,
a state partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities. Any views, findings,

conclusions or recommendations in this program do not necessarily represent those of the
National Endowment for the Humanities or the New Jersey Council for the Humanities.

This lecture series is open to the public.

We ask that all participants register in advance to
guarantee seating is available and in order to pre-
pare sufficient materials to be given out at the door.
If you are unable to do so, please call the office the
day of the event to register by phone or online to
register via our Web site: 

www.camdencc.edu/civiccenter

All lectures will be held in the Civic Hall located in-
side the Connector Building (#1 on the campus
map) on the Blackwood Campus of the College.
Parking is available in lot #4. Campus maps and di-
rections are available on the College’s Web site: 

www.camdencc.edu

ATTENTION ALL EDUCATORS!
Professional Development credits are available for
educators who wish to attend this lecture series. All
educators may earn three (3) hours of professional
development for each lecture in the series. Atten-
dance at all sessions of this lecture series can earn
18 hours of professional development for educa-
tors. Available credits may be earned for either New
Jersey Professional Development or Pennsylvania
Act-48 credit. 

To register for Professional Development credits
just check the box marked Educator and then which
state’s professional development you desire. 

For more programs offered by the center, visit our
Web site at: 

www.camdencc.edu/civiccenter
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CIVIC HALL, CONNECTOR BUILDING
BLACKWOOD CAMPUS, CAMDEN COUNTY COLLEGE
From Philadelphia/Camden/Interstate 295
Follow Route 42 South. Take exit 8 (County Hwy 534- Blackwood/Clementon).
Turn right at the bottom of the exit ramp (onto Blackwood/ Clementon road).
Turn right at the first traffic light (onto Erial Road). Follow Erial Road to the sec-
ond traffic light and turn right (onto Little Gloucester Road- Peter Cheeseman
Road). Continue straight past the next traffic light. The College is on the right
side. Follow signs to the Connector Building.

From Cherry Hill/Voorhees/Marlton
From Route 70, take Springdale Road south 9 miles (note that the road name
changes to White Horse Road, Laurel Road, College Drive) until the traffic light
at College Drive and Peter Cheeseman Road. Turn left onto Peter Cheeseman
Road; the College is on the right side. Follow signs to the Connector Building.

From the New Jersey Turnpike
Take Exit 3 and follow the ramp to southbound Route 168 (Blackwood/Atlantic
City). Remain southbound on Route 168 for 4 miles to Route 42 interchange.
Proceed onto Rt. 42 South. Follow Route 42 South for one mile. Take Exit 8
(County Hwy 534-Blackwood/Clementon). Turn right at the bottom of the exit
ramp (onto Blackwood/ Clementon road). Turn right at the first traffic light
(onto Erial Road). Follow Erial Road to the second traffic light and turn right
(onto Little Gloucester Road-Peter Cheeseman Road). Continue straight past
the next traffic light. The College is on the right side. Follow signs to the 
Connector Building.

From Atlantic City Expressway
Exit the Expressway at Exit #44. Stay in the right lane and take the first exit
(Route 168/Blackwood/Sicklerville). Turn left at the bottom of the ramp onto
Sicklerville Road.Turn left at the first traffic light (onto Hickstown Road). Turn
left at the first traffic light  (onto Peter Cheeseman Road). The entrance to the
college is one half mile on the left side. Follow signs to the Connector Building.

Center for Civic Leadership and Responsibility
John Pesda, Director

Office: Connector Building, Room 103
Phone: (856) 227-7200 ext. 4256

FAX: (856) 374-5092
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