
“It ought to be axiomatic in this country that every man

must devote a responsible share of his time to doing his

duty in the political life of the country.”

President Theodore Roosevelt, 1894



The Center for Civic Leadership 
and Responsibility focuses on
the needs and interests of local
citizens. Its goal is to create an
informed citizenry with a
heightened sense of civic
responsibility though explo-
ration of humanities, social 
sciences, natural sciences and
issues critical to a democratic
society. All citizens have the
opportunity to meet scholars,
scientists, government officials
and business leaders to discuss
societal problems and their
solutions. Those who take part
in the Center’s activities gain the
knowledge and tools necessary to become informed,
active participants in the social and political processes of
American society. They bring to the Center their interests
and concerns, and from the Center emanates the vox 
populi – the voice of the people.

The Center also provides professional-development
opportunities to individuals employed in education,
government and labor. To best serve the needs of these
groups, the Center is structured around three Institutes:
the Institute for Community Education, the Institute for
Labor Studies and the Institute for Public
Administration.

Institute for Community Education
The Institute for Community Education provides devel-
opment opportunities for educators and learning activities
for other members of the community. In recent years, the
College has offered an array of informative programming,
including appearances by five Pulitzer Prize winners and
many other distinguished scholars and public figures.

Topics addressed through these activities include the
history of Judaism, Christianity and Islam; the crisis 
in the Middle East; World War II; the Cold War; 
the American Civil War; Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt; ancient pre-Columbian civilization; and
ancient Egypt, to name just a few. The Institute also 
has become a center for autism education, serving 
educators, parents and service providers throughout 
the Delaware Valley.

“Above all things I hope the

education of the common people will be

attended to, convinced that on their good

sense we may rely with the most security for

the preservation of a due degree of liberty.”

Thomas Jefferson to
James Madison, 1787
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This Institute provides
mini-courses in coopera-
tion with the Penn
Museum, the Academy of
Natural Sciences, the
Philadelphia Art Museum,
the Mutter Museum of the
College of Physicians of
Philadelphia, the New
Jersey Academy of Aquatic
Sciences, the Battleship
New Jersey Museum and
the Coriell Institute for
Medical Research.
Additional partnerships with other scholarly and scientific
institutions in the Delaware Valley are planned as well.

Institute for Labor Studies
The primary goal of the Institute for Labor Studies is to
provide workers with training in union leadership and
management. Its activities are designed to improve the
quality of union leadership, enhance the effectiveness of the
labor movement and promote greater cooperation between
unions and management. In addition to workshops and
training, plans include establishing educational career lad-
ders for students interested in pursuing professional careers
in labor studies.

Institute for Public Administration
The Institute for Public Administration provides profes-
sional development for elected officials and government
employees. This Institute also allows public officials and
employees to meet on a regular basis with the citizens they
serve to discuss current issues in both New Jersey and the
nation. The College provides a venue for these discussions
to take place in a setting conducive to calm and rational
discourse.

Programming 
The Center for Civic Leadership and Responsibility was
established to serve Camden County and the region.
Programming results from community input and from

feedback on current and past programming. The
Center welcomes ideas for future activities and
prides itself on being responsive to current issues
and community needs.

Among the programs already planned are the 
following:
• “Dwight D. Eisenhower: Warrior and 

Peace Maker”
• “Lyndon Baines Johnson: Triumph 

and Tragedy”
• “Ronald Reagan’s Morning in America”
• “Sex and Society in Nineteenth- and 

Twentieth-Century America”
• “India: Ancient Origins to British Raj”
• “India from Gandhi to Bollywood”
• “Clash of Cultures: The European Invasion of

Central and South America”
• “The Emergence of Modern Japan in the Nineteenth

and Twentieth Centuries”
• “South Africa: Apartheid to Mandela”
• “War on the Korean Peninsula, 1950-53”
• “Islam and the West: A Collision of Civilizations”
• “The Conflict over Science and Religion in

Contemporary America”
• “Culture Clashes in American Politics”
• “Women in American Politics: From Housewife to

Speaker of the House”



The Center’s Facilities
The Center for Civic Leadership and
Responsibility is headquartered on Camden
County College’s Blackwood Campus in a recently
constructed, technology-enriched facility. The
Connector Building literally connects the College
Community Center and Madison Hall, which is
the busiest classroom building.

Together, the 22,500-square-foot
Connector and the newly renovated
Madison Hall combine state-of-the-art
lecture rooms with computer-equipped
classrooms, instant-response technology,
study areas and an arena-style lecture
theater. IP phones, cable television, flat-
panel monitors, video-conferencing
equipment and “smart” technologies 
create innovative learning environments
that complement wireless and hard-
wired classrooms featuring projectors,
VCR/DVD players, document cameras,
stereo speakers and the very latest in
education and communication technolo-
gies. Podcasting technology is available
for lectures as well.

Facilities are available for meetings and conferences and can accommodate
groups of 25 to 250.

Contact Us
To contribute to the Center for Civic Leadership and Responsibility or 
to support a lecture series, contact Dr. John Pesda, professor of history, 
by telephone at (856) 227-7200, ext. 4432, or via e-mail at 
jpesda@camdencc.edu.


