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The Sudent
Government Association (SGA)
has prepared many plans for
2009. The positions in the stu-
dent government are the presi-
dent, executive officer and
Secretary. The elected president
of the Blackwood campus is
han Stephen Bezich. The reason why
he becamepresident was toinf lu-
ence gudents in getting in volved
ght and show that college does not
only concentrate in classes but
alsoin students' belief in chang-
ing the school for the better. The
secretary on the Blackwood cam-
pus is Mugaddas Ejazis her duty
is to organize agendafor upcom-
ing events. Cheryl Resnick
(Rohrer Center executive officer)
represents the student body and
discusses upcoming events and
s issuesin the Cherry Hill campus
Elaine Wright (executive officer
of Camden Campus). Sheorgan-
izesdiff erent activities and focus-
es on involving students.
Together they work to make
Camden County College a better
©S school and allow the students to
N have freedom of speech.

Events are created to
involve gudents and shareinter-
eds. The first semester of 2008 is
full of events for students. The
Coat Drive, Food Drive, and trip
to the Holocaug Museum are a
few examples of events that
Camden County Collegeis offer-
ing. Bezich and Ejazis discuss
upcoming events in Blackwood

campus in 2009. Not only does
the Blackwood campus but the
Cherry Hill and Camdencampus
also focus in involving the stu-
dents to help the needs. The
Cherry Hill campus has alecture
series on autism in April.
Nonprofit organizations are also
offered on the Campus which
allows students to get involved.

Elizabeth Gorden, the author of
the novel Walk With Us, made a
special visit to the college and
shared her experience with the
students.

Wright described the
Poetry Slang held ky the college
asan event where students have a
chance to sharetheir talents and
beliefs with other peers.

solved at the Camden campus
the main problem students faceis
not having an area to rest, to sit
and relax between classes Since
the SGAhelpsorientate clubs and
organizations they are also
responsible in solving situations
that affect students' life. The
main characteristic of the SGAis
to build a better communication

Resnick dis-
cussed her
plans to
involve du-
dents from
Cherry Hill
in partici-
pating with
students
f r o m
Blackwood.
Jst like the
Cherry Hill
a n d
Blackwood
campuses
t h e
Camden

between the students, faculty
and teachers make a positive
changeand influence gudents to
share their ideas for Camden
County College The members
of the student government
believe that by participating in
meetings, discussing issues, solv-
ing problems and listening to the
opinions of others, they will be
successtil. Bezich, Mugaddas,
Cheryl Resnick, and Elaine
Wright advise dudents to get
involved and join the student
government. The regulations for
a gudent to be able to become a
member of the SGAare that stu-
dents must bea full time student

campu
also focuses on ewvents that will
involve gudents and allow them
to be heard. During the month of
October, the campus had a
Hispanic Heritage Month where
famousHispanic people met with
students. This allowed students
to gather information and ask
guestions about their back-
ground. Lecturesand workshops
are alsoimport ant events for stu-
dents at the Camden campus

Meetings are held to dis-
cuss issues and negotiate resolu-
tion to solve problems. One of
the major problems that the stu-
dent government wantsto solveis
parking and building a bus stop
cover to protect students from
harshweather. Parking hasbeena
dilemma becau® there are too
many students and few parking
spots available for students. The
problem with parking has been

with a 2.5 or higher GPA. They
must be ready to help organize
clubs, create events, find ways to
solve situations that affect stu-
dent life, and involve gudents in
sharing their opinions and
beliefs. "Keep that voice out
there", said Wright. Eventhough
they are considered to be the
voice of the student government
body, they must influence others
to follow the samepath and allow
themselves to be heard.

CCC Author

Jennifer Mattive

CAMPUS PRESSSTAFF WRITER

Chris Barrett, a 26
year old Camden County

College student, has
teamed up with Napoleon
Dynamite  star  Efren

Ramirez to write a book
that inspires young people
to pursuetheir dreams. The
book, titled Direct Your
Own Life: How to Be aStar
in Any Field You Choose
wasreleasal this past sum-
mer.

Barrett and
Ramirez met in 2004 at the
Sundane FHFIm Fedival
where Barrett was featured
in a film called The
Corporation and Ramirez
in  Napoleon Dynamite.
The two met again at the
2005 Sundane  FiIm

Fedival and after talking realized
they had very similar aspirations,
which led to the formation of
their joint production company:
Powerhouse Pictures
Entertainment.

The two begantalking
at public speaking events at vari-
ous high schools While at a
speaking event at the Creative
Arts High School in Camden, NJ
(continued on page 3)

New Student E-Mall

Sarahdhn

CAmMPUS PRESSSTAFF WRITER

Many student's attend-
ing CamdenCounty Collegewere
unaware of an e-mail system that
the college has st up.

that they did not know about the
e-mail or whereto gettheir login
information. Two stated that it
did not work due to

CQC'sstudent e-mails are
run through Windows
Live. The e-mails are
made up of the students
first and last name and al

P
‘J

Windows Live

incorrect information
placed in their Camden
County account. Finally,
the two that stated they
do use their e-mail said

few numbers at the end. In order
to activate the e-mail, students
must enter the e-mail given at
hotmail.com and use their six-
digit birthday as the password.
(For example, April 29, 1088
would be 042988.) Once a du-
dent logsintothe e-mail, ascreen
comes up giving information on
how to change the password.
After that, using it is just like
using any other e-mail.
Unfortunately, only two
out of ten students | surveyed use
their Camden County student e-
mail. | have attended Camden
County since the fall of 2007 and
| too canrelate with the students
| surveyed. Seven of them stated

it was eayto use, but difficult to
find out how to activate the e-
mail. Lauren Presti, asophomore
at the college stated, "It is easyto
use, but | didn't even know we
had them. | had to ask about it."

From my own experi-
ence, when | tried to activate my
e-mail it said my information was
incorrect. | called the tech
department, who set up acase for
me. When a case is set up, the
person fills out an email with
your information and states the
problem you are having. This was
done for me, but it wasnot help-
ful. 1 did not receive an e-mail
back for two months.

(continued on page 3)
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R For Reload

Christopher Hobriv

SeeciAL TO THE CAMPUS PRESS

Nothing tantalizes
society's collective moral
radar like explicit gore--or
anything explicit for that
matter. The first time Elvis
gyrated his hips to rock 'n
roll or movies crossed the
line from musicalsto viscer-
al images of gore, violence
and sex, cries of outrage
echoed from kitchen to
Congress Ewery generation
possessesits own unique
scapegoat againg which
parents and society may
lobby their grievances The
most recent of these enter-
tainment media "black
sheep" arevideo games.

Blaming video
games for maladjusted
childhood behavior has
become a prevalent--almost
trendy--social  judgment
after the shootings at
Columbine. The two stu-
dents involved were deeply
disturbed high-school com-
munity outcasts and were
heavy players of shooter
games such as Doom or
Quake, which have areputa-
tion for being ultr a-violent.
It is understandable to sug
gest that video games
helped make them Killers.
Unlike movies, or music,
which may be suggestive, no
other form of entertainment
media possessesthe same
levels of player interaction
asvideo games. With this in
mind, it is not surprising
that the JDint Statement on
the Impact of
Entertainment Violence on
Children would suggest,
"That they may be signifi-
cantly more harmful" than
any other media.

But does it follow
that they must invariably be
so? lwould suggest that the
lines between the individual
psyche, its genetic makeup,
the habitat that nurtures it,
and the catalysts that may

ultimat ely stir it areinfinit e-
ly more complex. To issue a
blanket social condemna-
tion of a form of entertain-
ment that hundreds of thou-
sands-no, millions of well-
adjusted children,
teenagers and adults play
without issue or ill effect is
illogical. It isalso, in its own
way, dangerousasit deflects
attention from the complex-
ity of the underlying genet-
ic, psychological, and psy-
chosocial reasonsthat some
individuals

different then taking a toy
gun, purchasable at almost
any store nowadays, and
running around in the back-
yard shooting your little
brother "dead". Take away
the products of the toy
empires and it is ultimat ely
no diff erent from picking up
a gick in the backyard and
killing the pirate that has
attacked your ship. Playing
is playing, and violent play is
wired into the very nature of
humankind.

Contrary to popular
social sentiment, Helen
Smith, a forensic psycholo-
gist who specializesin youth
violence, suggests "...Kids
have been getting less vio-
lent since those [shooters]
games came out. That
includes gun violence and
every other sort of violence
that might be inspired by a
video game" Since violence
is inherent to the human
condition, her findings
might suggest that this

feed on cer-
tain media to
do harm by
casting atten-
tion solely on
the media
itself. Any
form of media
can be
removed or
controlled,
but the com-
plex issues
that cause

media  actually
reduces the
instances of vio-
lent actions by giv-
ing individuals an
outlet for natural
impulse that,
again, no reason-
ably mentally
healthy individual
would confuse
with reality.
Something
interesting to note
is that studies

people to
caue harm will remain.
Vigilant caregivers owe it to
their children and them-
selves toexplore not only the
media but also the individ-
ual.

Outside of the labo-
ratories of lobby-funded
studies, video games are
probably no more powerful
or dangerousthan any other
form of entertainment vio-
lence. In fact, there have
been studies that have
shown violent music, web
sites and movies to be more
impressionable on youths
than video games. What
kids are doing with video
gamesis playing, and the far
majority of them know it.
Playing aviolent video game
is no different then picking
up a GIl. befigure and hav-
ing him "kill" one of his
C.O.B.R.A. nemeses It's no

Many of the laws in
our country are measured
againg the concept of what
is "reasonable"...reasonable
doubt, reasonable expecta-
tions. In this vein, it may be
also suggested that no rea-
sonable individual could
possibly mistake what he or
she does with a toy from
using an actual firearm in a
real life situation. No mouse
and keyboard, or controller,
isamental subgtitut e for the
weight and complexity of an
actual gun to a reasonable
individual. Anyone who has
held a gun, reloaded one,
and fired one can verify this.
In real life, firing and
reloading a weapon and
requires a lot more knowl-
edge and finessethen press-
ing "R" on the keyboard for
"Reload"--and a lot more
psychological stamina.

show that the
majority of children who
commit violent acts come
from low-income communi -
ties--kids who studies also
have shown take little inter-
est in these video games.
Gaming a hobby they could-
n't afford ewven if they want-
ed to. At launch, a Sory
PlaySation 3 cost $400-
$500. A Microsoft Xbox360
cost $30-$460. Ewen the
Nintendo Wii, which has
made its platform as adevice
for family fun, for kids and
adults alike to "jump in and
play," is $50 barebones.
Computers are excessively
pricey to set up for games--
thousands of dollars to
properly build a machine
capable of playing today's
video games--that they are
not a viable option for low
income families either.

(continued on page3)
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Reload-----------

(continued from page?2)

In the 50's 60's and

70's "inappropriate” music was
associated with maladjusted
youths, drug usersand trouble -
makers. In the 1980'sthe popu-
lar tabletop Role Playing Game,
Dungeons & Dragons became
associated with Satanism, the
dark arts and other various
occult phenomenon. Ironically,
my stepmother, a practicing
Christian, wasan avid player of
D&D in thosedayswithout ever
succumbing to the dark side.
Where does the makeup of the
individual factor into the social
finger pointing and blanket
condemnations made againg
one form of media or another?

I would suggest that the genet
ic, psychological, and psy-
chosocial composition of the
individual player is the far
more important half of the
player-gamedichotomy.
Sowhat is the solution
to this issue? Isthere even one?
These are not questions easily
answered. Humankind hasvio-
lence at its heart. Conquering,
sacking, warring, committing
acts of hatred, bigotry, rape,
and murder--all have occurred

since its conception
and will continue,
though struggled with,
to its last days. All of
these examples of vio-
lence have existed long
before the advent of
technology, entertain-
ment media, and espe-

cially video games.

While a psychologist could
explore and pinpoint cause in
eachindividual case, the reality
is that some people are born
more aggressive than others
are, or with genetic issues that
effect how their brain func-
tions and addressesviolence. In
thesecases all that is required
is a catalyst--a movie, a song, a
video game, alook from some-
one on the bus--to feed into a
pre-existing condition or
inclination.

It's easy to blame
something we do not com-
pletely understand in igno-
rance. It's human nature to fear
what we cannot completely
comprehend. But it is also
wrong to pass the proverbial
buck, for parents to avoid
assuming responsibility for
having failed raising their child
in some capacity that added to
their mental instability. This
too is human nature. Who
wants to admit such grievous
fault? Who wantsto admit that
their child was born with a
greater capacity to do harm
than someoneelse'swasor that
they contribut ed to an environ-
ment that cultivated that
capacity? Ultimately, studies
measuring a oorrelation in
child aggression and video
games have come up on both
sides of the issue and no side
has sufficiently settled the
argument.

The truth is, like
almost anything-- experiences
in life, a book, a movie, or a
song.. video games have the
potential to be the catalyst that
leads to violent acts, but the
warped makeup of the individ-
ual has to be previously sim-
mering. Society will always
struggle to put the violence in
our nature into some accept-
able context, and it should.
Newertheless blanket condem-
nations of things that overlook
the complex nature of how and
why certain people use them
ultimately do not serve that
purpose.

(continued from pagel)

I finally broke down and e-
mailed them back. They
informed me that the e-mails
were changed, and then
instructed me on how to use
the new one. If | had never
bothered e-mailing back, | still
would not have my account set
up.

In my opinion, it does
not seem that the collegeis too
worried about whether stu-
dents use their e-mails or not.
None of my classeshave ever
told students about their e-
mail or howto log in. Thereare
flyers in many different areas
including advisement

Author----------

(continued from pagel)
the  young men  were
approached by one of the
directors who suggested the
two should put their stories in
to words and writ e abook. The
next thing Barrett and Ramirez
did was hiring a literary agent
and beganto write.

This book is far from
your typical guide on how to
make it big as a Hbollywood
celebrity. 'Direct Your Own
Life' hassomething in it for any
age group in any one of life's
paths to relate to. Barrett said,
"The book is geared towards
high school and early college
students who aren't

with their lives..itis not just for
peoplewho want to getintothe
arts or entertainment indus-
tries but it's really for anyone
that has adream."

Barrett and Ramirez
use personal and intimate
details of their road to success
to demonstratethat anything is
possible with hard work.
According to Barrett, the book
"...showsyoung people how we
have done what we have done...
and there is no suchthing asan
overnight success"

There arelessonsto be
learned from the inspiring
story of Chris Barrett and Efren
Ramirez and this book clearly
illustratesthem.

This book is on sale at your local Barnes & Noble
and Borders bookstores and online at Amazon.com.
Barrett and Ramirez have had book signings in the

past; for future signings please visit the book’s
Website at DirectYourOwnLife.com.

center that give gudents a step
by step on how to log in; how-
ever, it does not give the stu-
dent their e-mail. One place
where a gudent can find out
their e-mail address is Web
Advisor. If a gudent goesinto

really surewhat they want to do

their program evaluation, it
shows what the e-mail is; how-
ewer, if a gudent does not have
Web Advisor set up, this is not
helpful.

It would be very help-
ful if activating student e-mails
becameeasier. Many teachers
as well as dudents, preferthem
to private e-mails. Delroy Coke
stated that, "he finds it very
easy to communicate with his
teachersand peersthrough his
student e-mail." Overall, the
collegeand
students need to decide
whether it isworth it to operate
student e-mails or if it just
becoming a waste of time for
the tech department and stu-
dents alike.

DECEMBER 2008
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Seaonsgreetings
to all my loyal food
fiends out there and
let me begin by
wishing every-
one a merry
Christmas
and very
happy
Chanukah.

Now, while

I'm sure that
most are truly
saddened that the semester is
coming to a close, | have just
the thing to ease yur sorrows.
So let's jump right in
to the placessureto induce an
oh-so-holy night!
One hidden
treasure the wise men should
have brought with them takes

John Nkenchikec

CAMPUS PRESSSTAFF WRITER

John’s Spots

us to the
Holiday
Inn  on
Route
Seventy in

Cherry Hill.
There  you'll
find Red, Hot,

and Blue doing

what they do
best: barbeque Having tried
Famous Dave's locally, and
even venturing down south of
the Mason-Dixon in search of
the world's best barbeque, all
roads have brought me back to
the slow-cooked, pit-smoked,
authentic goodness of Red,
Hot, and Blue. With fall-off-

the bone ribs, tender beef
brisket, spicy smoked sausage
succulent pulled pork and
more home-style sides than
there are days of Chanukah,
this place is definitely worth
the time and money, which is
more than reasonable And a
warning for those more "ani-
mal friendly" out there, this
place is not for you. With the
exception of somesavory salads
and sides, this place is for the
caveman and woman in all of
us. What's more, if you prefer
to drink your calories, there'sa
great bar and seweral televi-
sionsfor you to relaxand watch
the big game No matter whom
you are or what your taste, Red,
Hot, and Blueis sureto satisfy.
Sotake the drive on a Saturday
night, besureto try my person-
al favorite: the Tennessee
Triple, and wind down to the
cool and soothing sounds of a

live blues band!

Our next stop takesus
way down south to Mexico, but
don't worry, no luggage
required. For those of you who
appreciate genuine Mexican
cuisine only topped by an even
more authentic atmosphere,
look no further than
Lindenwold. Located at the
intersection of the White
Horse Pike and Gibbsboro
Road, La Espernza, which lit-
erally means "the hope,” gives
its customers just that when it
comes to serving up entrees
that other chain restaurants
simply cannot simulate. La
Espemnza’sclose and comfort-
able atmosphere is the perfect
place to take aloved one or to
celebrate-well-anything! I
must warn you though, the
portions are certainly not lack-
ing, especially if you order my
favorite. Fat Alex's Burrito

weighsin atoverapound and is
filled with tender steak, cheese,
rice, and a host of other fresh
ingredients that are just too
good to be micro-waved five
minut es prior to being served.
Howevwer, La Espeianza is not
what | would call cheap; but
remember that their prices
only reflect the quality and
portion size of the food they
serve. So pack up the sleigh,
and remember that in this sea-
son of giving, give yourself a
meal that will le ave you singing
hallelujah!

Well, those arethe two
Jhn's Spots for now, but stay
tuned for another edition
which will be served up before
you know it. As for now, never
forget that in this great big
world filled with countlesshol-
idays, there is a whole lot of
eating to do!

Attendance Blicies Rart Two: The Other Side

Jennifer Mattive

CamPUS PRESSSTAFF WRITER

Imagine, May 2008,
just finished your degree with a
4.0 GPA. Youtakeanincredible
position with an advertising
firm in Philadelphia; has great
pay, free benefits and lots of
perks.

Latein

May,

your

car

breaks

down.

Y ou

miss

work.

T he

begin-

ning of

June

you do not feel so well. You
miss work. The middle of duly
your Aunt Annie is the hospi-
tal. You miss work. In August
your best friend has a Fiday
wedding so you miss work. It
has been fifteen weeks since
you have been hired, the same
amount of time in one semes-
ter of college.

You return to work
Monday after the wedding and
your boss is waiting for you;
tells you that you are the best
employeehe has hired in a very
long time. You say, "Thank
you." He says," Here's your
pink  slip. You're
fired. You missed
four days in fifteen
weeks."

This is just
one of the scenarios
professorsare hoping to
awid with the
use of an atten-
dance policy.

Two such pro-
fessors are Professor
Drew Jaoobs, of the commu-
nications department, and
Professor Folake Adebi, of the
chemistry department. Both
have \ery diff erent policies, but

have the similar reasons for
their policies- -they care about
their students and want them
to succed in their futures.
Professor Jacobs'
attendance policy in his class

syllabus explains that in atwo
day a week class he allows for
two excused absences which
the student canuse for any rea-
sonanytime, and if avalid note
is provided, work can be made
up. Jhoobs states "A third
absenceisunexcused, and I will
lower your course grade by one
letter...burth absence... will
lower your course grade by
two letters...mis five
classes..and you

might as well

drop

the class your grade is dropped
three letters..."

Jacobs understands
that there are sometimes unex-
pected life occurrences He
said, "It is rare but | have bent
my own rules if the student is
one that is not trying to take

advantageof the system."

Jacobs adheres dgrictl y
to his policy becaus he
believes that it "makes people
answerableto their activitiesin
class" He said that the class-
room is alsoa community and
that missing class dfects that
for the other students.

He uses group work

and class
discus-
sions
becaus of
the nature
of his
courses.
Missing a
class

affectsthose in

the group and

causes the stu-

dent to miss out on

discussions of issues

and problems that cannot
be handled individually.

Jaoobs said, "They will

miss out on revelations.

They learn from

each other and the only

way to do that is to come to

class"
Professor Adebi's poli-
cy on her syllabus is, "You

should attend each class and
actively participate in the labs
and discussions. If you are
absent for the lab, you cannot
make up the experimental por-
tion. Howewer, you may still
submit awritten report for par-
tial credit.”

There is no mention-
ing of point deductions, grade
lowering or consequences of
any kind.

Adebi said that this is
the first college that she has
encountered where attendance
had to be taken. Sheis aware
that it must be done here for
documentation purposes for
the financial aid process

She said, "Your atten-
dance and your grades are your
responsibility." Adebi said that
the end result is the student's
problem.

Adebi said that her
lack of attendance policy
"...will encourage students to
have an independent mind
when they enter the work force.
It forcesthem to think inde-
pendently as an adult and to
become responsible for their
own actions."

Attendance policies
are not just in place for finan-
cial aid purposes or to make
students' lives more compli-

cated.
The

real

: The Campus [@ss would
+ like to apologie to saff :
swriter Jenniér Matthewss
for incorrectly liging
her name in the prited
edition of November's
Campus Rass.

We have reprinted the
article to give credit
where credit is due.

reasons may not be so obvious
to students, after spending
roughly twenty minutes or so
with each professor, it became
clear.

These professors are
trying to prepare students for
the rest of their lives They are
trying to instill not just proper
education and training but
positive work ethics, valuesand
habits.

What an incredibly
difficult job to have, to prepare
someone else's child for the
rest of their life?

DECEMBER 2008
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A changed world

To mark World AIDS Day on Dec. 1, we look at key events
in the history of the disease and some of the famous names
that have been affected by It. By Karl Kahler/ San Jose Mercury News

ORIGINS 1989 AIDS deaihs have leveled off

Scientists believe the simian immunod- Responding to two :
eficiency virus spread from monkeys to years of protests, bUt warns against complacency.
humans between the 1920s and 1940s, per Burroughs Wellcome 2000
haps through African huntersO contact with lowers the price of AZT South African President
infected animals. by 20 percent. Thabo Mbeki. wh

Amanda Blake, abo Mbeki, whose country
1959 OMiss KittyOO of TVOs has the most AIDS cases,

A man in what is now Kinshasa, OGunsmoke, 00 dies of fﬁ;sfﬁjgni: E]roc;alcraz);ggss HER/
Congo, dies after exhibiting symptoms Blake AIDS. but 5 2 bvroducr of Yy
resembling sickle-cell anemia. Doctors save utis a byproduct of poverty.
samples of his blood, and researchers later 1990 2001
determine that he had the first known case of Ronald Reagan apologizes for his The United Nations
AIDS. neglect of the epidemic during his presiden- adopts a global blueprint for

1969 Y- action against AIDS, including

) Congress appropriates $350 million in
A 15-year-old St. Louis boy suspected emergency relief for 16 cities hardest hit by
of prostitution dies of mysterious causes;  the epidemic.

increased funding, education
and distribution of drugs.

tests of his blood later prove he was HIV-pos-  president Bush signs the Americans 2002
itive. with Disabilities Act, banning discrimination The FDA approves an HIV
1978 against people with disabilities, including testing device, OraQuick, that pro-
Multiol ¢ what will be K those with HIV. ) duces results in 20 minutes.
ultiple cases of what will be known American fashion designer Halston and South Africa®s version of

as AIDS appear in the United States and elsgg-year-old Ryan White die of AIDS.
where among gay men. - h
1991 positive Muppet, Kami.

Centers f :ID'.981 Control it After Kimberly Bergalis of Florida 2003
enters for Disease Control reports on makes a disputed claim that she was infected  president Bush launches an initiative
June 5 that five homosexual men in Los with HIV by her dentist, calls for mandatory ¢, spend $15 billion over five years to com-
Angeles were treated for a rare type of pnéUgesting of health-care workers are blocked by,ar AIDS in Africa and the Caribbean.

OSesame StreetOO introduces an HIV-

monl?),na gﬂl;\l\:lo ?:ISC('Z reports 26 cases of gfffsg'on from health FDA approves the first once-a-day pro-
KaposiOs sarcoma, a rare form of cancer, Los Angeles tease inhibitor.
among gay men. R Lakers star Earvin 2004
then ggg_glsaetzzﬁﬁg;ﬁecziigign%?’y(é?g}; OMagicOO fr?rlnﬁor_] ~ An AIDS scare shuts down the adult
In October, CDC declares the disease an eﬁ ar:\r}o un(i:t(ievs ha vir? ° film industry for 60 days after two porn stars
demic. becopngz in?écts u bg het. teSt positive for HIV.
Johnson erosexual activity. y FDA approves a new version of the
. h : OraQuick HIV test that uses saliva instead
1982 Freddie Mercury, lead singer of Queen, ot yj0d
CDC renames the disease AIDS, dies a day after announcing that he has '
acquired immune deficiency syndrome. AIDS. 2005
President ReaganOs press secretary, 1992 Scientists report that more than
Larry Speakes, jokes about AIDS at a press ; 40 million people worldwide are liv-
conference, saying, Ol donOt have it. Do The FDA begins an accelerated ing with HIV.
you?00 approval process for AIDS drugs. Nelson Mandela discloses
Two people living with AIDS address 5t his 54-year-old son
1983 the Democratic National Convention: Clinton .

N h ! Makgatho Mandela, has died of
Scientists at FranceOs Pasteur Institute2dviser Bob Hattoy and Elizabeth Glaser, theypg.

discover what is later named human immun-Wife of Paul Michael Glaser of OStarsky an

odeficiency virus, or HIV, the virus that caus-Hutch.OO Mary Fischer, who is HIV-positive, 2006

es AIDS. addresses the Republican National June 5 marks the
CDC warns that blood supplies could Convention. 25th anniversary of the

be tainted. Actor Robert Reed, who played the 55t cDC report about
Researchers confirm that the virus can father on OThe Brady Bunch,0OO dies of AIDz|ps

be spread by heterosexual contact, but the UNAIDS esti-

head of the U.S. Public Health Service says 1993 mates that 25 mil-

itOs not a threat to the general public because OAngels in America,00 a play about lion people
it occurs only in gays and IV drug users. AIDS, wins the Pulitzer Prize for drama. worldwide have

1984 Ballet dancer Rudolf Nureyev and ten- died of AIDS
nis great Arthur Ashe die of AIDS. since 1981. )

U.S. researcher Robert Gallo announces The red ribbon
that he has isolated the virus that causes 1994 he;s bei,\'n th:e
AIDS; this is later found to be the same virus HIV becomes the leading cause of international
identified in France the previous year. death for American men betw%en 25 and 44 symbol of HIV

awareness

years old. R . since 1991

L 1985 . X The first OAIDS czar,00 Kristine Gebbie, )
Scientists develop a diagnostic test for resigns after months of criticism that she is MCT ILLUSTRATION

HIV, and blood banks begin screening the  jneffective at coordinating AIDS policy.

nationOs ‘_0'000' supply. . . Activist Elizabeth Glaser and author
President Reagan mentions AIDS in Randy Shilts die of AIDS.

public for the first time in response to a 1
reporterOs question, defending his administra- 1995 preven Ion S (] S
tionOs spending on AIDS research. FDA approves the first protease

Ryan White, a 13-year-old Indiana boy nhipitor, a drug that attacks an enzyme HIV According to UNAIDS, each day 1,500 children

who contracted AIDS from a blood transfu- npeeds to reproduce. around the world become infected with HIV, most of
sion, is barred from

> AIDS patient Jeff Getty receives a con- them newborns. In 2005, 9 percent of pregnant women in
attending school and = yrouersial bone-marrow transplant from a low- and middle-income countries were offered services to
becomes_ a poster Ch'ld baboon. prevent transmission to their newborns.
fo_r the stigma associated Olympic diver
with the d]sease. Greg Louganis Worldwide, fewer than one in five people at risk of becoming
Movie star Rock announces that he has infected with HIV has access to basic prevention services. Around
Hudson dies of AIDS, AIDS, raising questions the world, only one in eight people who want to be tested are able
making the disease a about whether other to do so.
Hudson household word. divers were exposed to
1986 infection when he hit ~ Increasing available prevention strategies in 125 low- and middle-
Presid R hi Louganis his head on a dl_vlng income countries would help avert an estimated 28 million new infections
_ Ppresident Reagan says research is a tc,. board and bled into the between now and 2015 N more than half of those that are projected to
priority to combat this Omajor epidemic pubyq0) at the 1988 Olympics. occur during this period N and would save $24 billion in related treatment
lic health threat. OO Rapper Eric OEazy-EOO Wright, a costs.

Surgeon General C. Everett Koop calls cofounder of the N.W.A. rap group, dies of
for AIDS education for children of all ages  a|ps. P group.

and urges the use of condoms.

1087 1996 Peop

) ) Heavyweight boxer Tommy Morrison,
AZT, the first drug approved to fight 5 former WBO world champion, is found to

e living with HIV/AIDS worldwide

HIV, goes on the market at a cost of $10,00¢,¢ HIV-positive after a mandatory test by Adults and children estimated to be living with HIV/AIDS by yearOs end 2005:
for a one-year .supply. boxing authorities, forcing him to retire.

Vice President George Bush calls for ORent,O a play featuring characters
mandatory HIV testing. with AIDS, wins the Tony Award for best Western et Eiaee

HiV-infected travelers are barred from musical. North Europe: dc | P .
entering the country. L Time magazine names AIDS America: 720.000 e (Sl e

OAnNd the Band Played On,00 a historyre$earcher David Ho its man of the year. 1.2 million ' 1.6 million East Asia
the epidemic by Randy Shilts, popularizes and Pacific:
the idea that a promiscuous gay flight atten- 1997 Caribbean: North Africa and '
dant named Gaetan Dugas, dubbed OPatient  U.S. AIDS deaths fall 40 percent from 300.000 Middle East: 870,000
Zero,00 was instrumental in starting the AlD@e previous year, primarily due to a combi-_ ) B H
epidemic. nation of drugs called an AIDS Ococktail. OO ’ South and

ACT UP, the AIDS Coalition to Total number Latin Southeast Asia:
Unleash Power, is founded in New York to 1998 of people living America: 7.4 million
carry out direct action to end the AIDS crisis. African-Americans account for 49 with HIV/AIDS 1.8 million Sub-Saharan ’

percent of all U.S. AIDS deaths. P . ' Africa: .

. 1_988 L U.N. directive discourages women with Worl(iv(\)nge |r_1"_2005. 25.8 million Australia and

OuUnderstanding AIDS,00 a booklet by HIV from breast-feeding. -5 mifiion New Zealand:
Surgeon General Koop, is mailed to 107 mil- 74,000
lion households. 1999

Dec. 1 is named World AIDS Day. CDCOs HIV Prevention Conference  sources: u.s. CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, UNAIDS, AVERT, MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS, WWW.TONYAWARDS.COM
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Addicted No FHiend of Mine
Marina E&il

Vincent.Xoppola

SPECIAL TO THE CAMPUS PRESS

I am an addict. | guessthe first stepin dealing with a problem is admitting you have aproblem.
Sol hear. | guessit all started when | got ajob in abar downtown. | needed something to get me
through those long nights. And long nights they were. | learned it is very time consuming to sat
isfy adrunks vehementdesire if that desire becomes increasingly vehementwith every drink con-
sumed. Many nights | failed. There are simply not enough hours in aday to satisfy such imperi-
ousdesires. Soduring those long nights is where it began. My addiction. At first, two or three,
maybe four on the most hectic nights, kept me trotting through the endlessness Then, in seem-
ingly amatter of no time at all, four could not satisfy my own vehementdesire. Soin attempt to
tamethis conditione d compulsion | was forced to up the dosage More. To keep me functional
into the wee-hours of the morning. | could not sleep. | think 1 first realized a problem had
befriended me againg my will one morning when | awoke from a rare few hours of sleepwith an
achein my head and legs As strangeasit may seem my friend abandoned me when | began
again. lwasundeniably happier without my friend. Alone. Sol beganwhenewer he cameto visit.
In time | cameto realize that this was a ®rious problem. Sol set out to fix this problem of mine.
To find acure. | beganby quitting my job at the bar. Where it all began.Without this crud in my
system | was a well lubricated machine! For exactly two weeksand a day. From tick to tock | went
from confident to anxious, blissful to melancholy, triumphant to defeated, right to wrong, in to
out, forwards to backwards, and even A to Z. | was aliar in denial. And sol broke.
A six pack
A double shot
A cold one
A hot one
A warm one
A small one
A big one
And eventually areally big one
When | awoke from yet another rare few hours of sleep, after forty-two sleeplesshours, there
were nuclear atoms splitting in my head. My legsjaded from their marathon. Addicted | am. |
said to myself, "That'sit. | really need to lay off the caffeine.”

*Edit ed by Alexander Wilson

Shav Off Your Talent

Jessica Mudterman

CAMPUS PRESSEDITOR IN CHIEF

SeecIAL TO THE CAMPUS PRESS

Do not come knocking, becau | will not be home.

You are not welcome into my deserving world.

Your own created war of shameand despair continue s to take
livesof many great ones.

You area coward in my eyes You continue to hide behind the
symptoms of uncertain other ones.

The sneak attack that you bestow upon many treasured woman-
hoods, leavesthem praying everyday and you feared for all eter-
nity.
Asyou knock them to their feet, you aretheir biggest fan in their
tormented destiny.

You sit on the side lines cheering them on as you savagely watch
the cards they were dealt.

Many sleeplessnights are spent, embracing the porcelain fixture
in their bathroom.

The outpour of their innocence continues to be a nightly ritual.
Their bodies portr ay puppets hanging on strings asthey dance to
the music of cruelty.

Youtook their very womanhood. You left somechildless tolive
in loneliness

You stole food out of their infant's mouths, leaving scarsof the
battle that took place.

Look! Look at their facesthat used to glow. Now the color of the
pain is their only choice.

How many liveswill you continue to claim?

Youtook my grandmother, my aunt, and my best friend.

Thank you! Thank you so much, for sparing my mother that one
winter's night.

You left her wondering if you will ever return, asshechecked in
with you every three months.

I will drink the sweet juice of tearsthat were shed and rise to the
war that is at hand.
Am | your next victim? Am | the one? Will | see mydaughter
growing up?

No! No, I am not. Youwill not come in the middle of the night.
Youwill not come in the light of day seducing me with your
notorious wickedness
And if you happento come, | will fight. 1will fight with all my
bodily might.

I will bare my soul for all to seeand fight for the honor of all the
casualties.

CANCER - nofriend of mine, do not come calling because | will
not reply.

Do not come knocking, becau | will not be home.

You are not welcome into my world; a world full of deserving
hope.

Listen and listen to me well.

Sickand tired of seeing our words and our
sketches?Then submit your own!
It's not too hard! lust follow these seps!

1. Crate!

2. Make your creation digital!
(we accept .jpg, .qif, .tif, .pdf)

3. Then send it to CPEditorinChief@yahoo.com

*Editor's Note: In order to comply with the wishes of the
student arts authors, all student arts submission were
kept in the format provided by the author. Any differences
compared to other pages, or a perceived lack of "unity"
due to these author's choices was unavoidable. In addi-
tion, any grammatical, spelling, or further "typos" are the
sole responsibility of the author of the work. Thank you for
your understanding.

- Campus Press Department of Layout and Design




ARTS AND ENTHRVENT

PAGE 8 CAMPUS PRESS
Paul Hudtkclll Vincent Joseph Gianfrancesco IV
SpeciAL TO THE CAMPUS PRESS CAMPUS PRESSEDITOR OF LAYOUT AND DESIGN
The South Jersey Sruggle. Although he consid- tures former members of The One of the

music scenehasits shareof his-
tory. Shows at places like the
Franklinville VFW were always
places where you could catch
the hottest local bands Bands
like Riding Bikes blew up all
over the tri- state area, while
The Early November was a
band that enjoyed successthat
spanned all the way to the West
Coastand overseas Therewas a
time when they played shows
right in our own backyard (lit -
erally for somelucky fans). The
question at this current stateis,
where have all these bands
gone? Een more so, are there
any bandsout there that could
look to fill the shoes of the
aforementioned bands?
Unfortunately, according to
most local musiciansand fans,
the future looks bleak.

John Merlino is a
music major at Camden
County College and an active
participant in the local scene.
According to John, music
around here reached its peak
about seven years ago, with
bands like The dune Spirit and
37 Slurp. He 4ill believesthere
are some opportunitie s for his
band, Maintain Radio, to still
play with other decentactslike
No Risk and | Know the

ers himself more of an old
school punk guy, Merlino even
seespotential in bandsoutside
the genre like Return to Arms
and Fell Far Behind. He also
notesthat "tough guy," acts or
violent hardcore bands are
what is mainly responsible for
the decay of local music.
"Before the spin kick came out
and it was about the music,
that's when it wasat it's best.

Local guitarist and CCC du-

dent Brian Mayza agrees.
When asked what he would
change about the local scene,
he quickly responded with a
chuckle, "no more tough guys."
According to Brian, 2004 was
when his musical interests
weremost peaked locally, when
The Early November and
Hidden in Plain View were fix-
tures at placeslike Eugene'sin
Vineland. Mayza seeshope in
up and coming bands like The
Crosstown Rivalry and Your
Sweet Uncertainty (which fea-

Early November).

Steve Griendling offers
a slightly different opinion.
Griendling is a proprietor of
"hardcore dancing" or "two-
stepping,” although he thinks
that there are limits . "It's ok to
dance and have a good time,
but don't go into a show look-
ing for a fight." Griendling ref-
erences his high school days,
roughly five years ago, in
assesing the music scene. He
doesn't remember being heavy
into local music, but he
remembers when local shows
featured the likes of Thursday
and Brand New. Griendling is
not currently in a band, but
would like to play with local
heavyweights Death Do Us
Part and With Lifein Mind.

There seems to be a
consensusamongs local music
fans; go to shows to enjoy
music not to beat the hell out
of each other. Music and shows
are supposd to be fun. If
everybody could remember
this, perhapswe could resusck
tate what this scene used to be.
For now howewer, it seemsto be
on life support without a

prayer.

biggest criticisms of
"pop" music is a lack of
credible singers It
seemsthat far too often
a"musician” in the pop
music genre lacks the
ability to sing and useg
ambient noises and
dancing to cover up
their ~ shortcomings.
The one great talent of
American ldol runner-
up washis unbelievable
voice. It is a shamethe

studio, Jve Remrds, never paid
attention, because they turned
agreat singerinto a pop music
star, regardless of the real
musical sacrifices they had to
make in the process The vic-
tim, so to speak, this time:
David Archuleta and his self-
title d debut album
Archuleta's flawless
singing wasthe primary reason
for his amazing American ldol
run and his voice wassoothing
to hear. In an effort to make
Archuleta a pop sensation,
somegenius made the decision
to fill the background behind
David's voice with a bunch of
useless noise. Songs like
"Crush" and "Angels" are soft
on the ears, but unfortunately,
songslikethesetwo arerareon

the album.

Archuleta's voice is
still agreat pleasureto listento,
but some of the tracks are
strange The lyrics for many of
the songs seem out of place,
and there are some incredibly
awkward momentsin several of
the songs Archuleta has found
a sfart for his career, but he will
need to improve the presenta-
tion of his material if he ewer
hopes to compete in the pop
market.

Bottom Line: David Archuleta
has a once-in-a-decade voice,
but unnecessaryadditions turn
this amazingartist into an aver-
agepop sensation.

David Archuleta gets xxxx out
of five.

Grey’'s Angaomy Controversy

Kristen Mclodg

SeeciAL TO THE CAMPUS PRESS

Grey's Anatomy first
aired on March 27, 20, and
has become a huge success br
ABC Network-Televisionand is
currently in its fifth season.
Grey's Anatomy centers on the
life of surgeons and their
interns and has been praised
for many controversial issues
that the show has focused on.
One of the biggest praisesthat
Grey's Anatomy has received
was the fact that two of the
main characters were gay. Dr.
Callie Torres, played by Sarah
Ramirez, and Dr. Erica Hahn,
played by Brooke Smith; both
believe they are straight until
they start to fall in love with
each other. The storyline has
been praised for its realistic
portrayal of a developing les-
bian relationship and the fears
that many women have.
However, now ShondaRhimes,
the show's creator, and ABC
Network-Television is in con-
troversial.

Dr. EricaHahn's char-
acter is being written off the
show and many believe it is
becaug she is a homosexual
character and that ABC wants
to cut down on homosexual
characters. Many people are
proteging becausethey believe
the world of television needs
more characters of the homo-
sexual nature. Despite what
many think, Shonda Rhimes
quickly tried to set the record
straight by saying that Dr. Erica
Hahn's character was not writ -
ten out of the script for being a

lesbian. In a statement, Rhimes
says:

"Brooke Smith was
obviously not fired for playing
a leshian. Clarly, it's not an
issueas wehave alesbian char-
acter on the show - Calliope
Torres. Sara Ramirez is an
incredible comedic and dra-
matic actressand we wanted to

tionship will be felt and played
out in a story for Callie. |
believe it belittles the relation-
ship to simply replace Erica
with 'another leshian." If you'll
remember, Cristina mourned
the loss of Burke for a full sea-
son."

However, many people
do not believe that statement

he said:

"I wascaught off guard
by the sudden termination of
Brooke Smith's character, Dr.
Erica Hahn, from the show.
ABC actually sends me over
what | should say...ABC's
response ... isthat | should say:
'We've had a great time work-
ing with her and that the con-

\(Above) The season three cast of Grey’s Anatomy (the 2006-2007 televison season) Courtesy MCT Campus \

be able to play up her magic.
Unfortunately, we did not find
that the magic and chemistry
with Brooke's character would
sudain in the long run. The
impact of the Callie/Erica rela-

to be true, including somecast
members on Grey's Anatomy.
Patrick Dempsey, who playsDr.
Derek Shephed, recently
opened up about the firing of
Brooke Smith. In a statement

clusion of her character has
been organic ending to the
story line."

Brooke Smith had
releasal a statement saying:

"I was \wery excited

when they told me that Erica
and Callie were going to have
this relationship. And | really
hoped we were going to show
what happens when two
women fall in love and that
they were going to treat it like
any heterosexual couple on TV.
And sol wassurprised and dis-
appointed when they just sud-
denly told me that they could-
n't write for my character any-
more. | found out in mid-
September soon after shooting
the monologue that aired last
week where Erica has the reve-
lation that she'sgay. They even
camedown and told me it was
agreat scene -- one of the best
they ever shot on the show. Sol
wasreally, really shocked. | was
floored when they told me |
wasbeing let go. It wasthe last
thing | expected. In fact, when
they told me | asked, "When is
this happening?" And they
said, "The next episodeis your
last,” which is the one that airs
Thursday. So it was \ery sud-
den.”

This scandal is really
affecting Grey's Anatomy and
their viewers. Many who were
offended that Dr. Erica Hahn
was not going to be on the
show anymore arelik ely to stop
watching. If ABC is firing
Brooke Smith for being a
homosexual or not, they need
to do something quick to
regain the homosexual viewers
and to put this controversy to
rest.
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Local Bands are Becoming Increasmdfopular

Lauren Lamourine

Campus PressCopry EDITOR

The cover to “Far From Thru” the bands’ newest album, which was released
this fall. It is available for purchase from the band.

Local bands are
becoming increasingly popu-
lar. One of the bands with an
ever-increasing fan base is
Camden County's very own
Impulsive Decision.

Impulsive Decision

Burton, has years of experience
with adiff erent band.

All Impulsi ve Decision
members, unlik e sveral other
bands, contribut e to songwrit -
ing. They play what is on their
minds and are ableto combine

the guys to get along.

Far From Thru was
recorded over the summer, and
with the help of producer Rob
Freeman, was completed in
forty hours. According to
McFerren: "It was an experi-
ence way different from any
other." It is currently available
through the band itself at per-
formed shows.

The band has had
both exciting shows and not-
so-exciting ones. Last
December, ID won a battle of
the bands at TLA. It was also
one of their biggest crowds.
"Now that was exciting." Says
Burton. The not-so-exciting
ones were the first few. "The
first ten were pretty bad, but
you learn from the bad shows."
Massi said. The flaws were
mostly technical ones: sound
being off and a lack of per-
formance space. One case
being a scheduled perform-

lose." States Murtaugh.

The entire album is
available to be downloaded
from MySpace, and their music
can be played on CCC's radio
station. MySpace also has the
datesof any upcoming shows.

With any album, sin-
gles are releasal to local radio
stations. With a three out of
five vote, the first on might be
"Simply. Kept." "Simply. Kept."
was one of the first album-
included songsto be on their
MySpace. It has had more than
ten thousand plays. There are
two other songsin the running:
"Inevitable," which also has
had ten thousand-plus plays,
and "Lady Black."

Once theseguys break
onto the main scene of music,
their goal is to stay on the
music. This past November big
named musicians, from Billy
Joel to Bruce Soringsteen,
hosted fundraisers for their

desired politi -

was formed
in March of
2007, and
within  that
one year has
become a
MySpace
favourite,
with over six
thousand
friends and
one hundred
thousand
hits. Over the
year, the band
has per-
formed
around the
Tri- State area,
recorded an
album, and
competed in
numerous
Battle of the
Bands

cal candidate,
but Impulsive
Decision does
not want to
become
involved in
politics.
"Music doesn't
have to have
anything to do
with politics,"
says Burton.
The band cares
much more
about getting
the music out
than getting
their personal
government
opinions.
The band
played "Lady
Black" and
"Inevitable."”

Each mem-|Mike Dolan, lead guitar, Jake Burton, drummer.

The band poses for a picture. From left: Brian Murtaugh, vocals, Anthony Massey, rhythm guitarist, Tom McFerren, bassist,

They perform
at practices as

ber has adiff erent musical his-
tory. Brian Murtaugh, lead
vocals is fresh to the music
scene. "l just stared singing
along, to bands like Sublime.”
Mik e Dolan, lead guitarist, has
been playing since the first
grade. "l just wanted to," he
said. Anthony Massi, guitarist,

vocals string, and percussion
S0 no one outshines the other
members. Together, they
recorded their debut album,
Far From Thru. A possible sin-
gle, "Inevitable," was created
within a few days. "Lost For
Words," was put together,
amazingly, in twenty minutes.

"It was
mostly just
screwing
around,"
s ay s
Burton.
"The shed
is our stu-
dio."

Musically,
the songs
adapt dif-
ferent gen

Murtaugh, vocals.

The guys practice for an upcoming gig. From Left: Anthony|€S. "V\_/e all
Massey, rhythm guitar, Tom McFerren, bassist, and Brian|like differ-

ent stuff,”

also has been playing for years.
"| started in seventh grade. |
wanted to play along with
Hendrix." Bassist Tom
McFerren started around the
same time. "Sixth grade,” he
said. The drummer, XJke

says Murtaugh. "l think we'll
be classified as a pop-rock
band."

"With a mix of indie,"
adds Dolan. The mix has not
caused any internal dispute.
The combination encourages

ance at a roller derby, and it
resulted in a small accident
between the band and the
skaters. "We played two songs
and were interrupted by
‘They're coming round the cor-
ner.” One of the guys joked.
Small stages also include trip -
ping over cords, accidentally
unplugging microphones and
amps, and accidental assault.
"Tom hit me in the nose once."
Claims Massi. "He also almost
hit my ex."

The guys look forward
to the future, performing all
over the country, opening for
bands "I'd want to tour with
Taking Back Sunday.”

if they were at
a show. The guitarists, Massi
and Dolan, do not act asif they
were competing againg one
another. McFerren was using
his entire body to play. Burton
played with passion, and
Murtaugh sang with a range
that would make any music
major envious.

Impulsive Decision
will be performing here in
Blackwood on December 13th
at Cherrywood Barand Grille.

The guys look forward
to all future events and inter-
acting with current and future
fans They enjoy joking about
possible events, suchas women

to have dfairs with. The sense of
humor encourages optimism.
Not to betackyand cliché, but it
is truly "Inevitable" this band
will be making headlines in the
near future.

For more information, includ -
ing news, show dates album
releases and recordings, visit
Impulsive Decision’s myspace
page:

myspac.com/ImpulsiveDecision

Jake Burton, drummer plays a drum fill
during rehearsal.

Mike Dolan, lead guitarist of Impulsive
Decision

From Left: Tom McFerren, bassist, and
Brian Murtaugh, vocals of Impulsive
Decision.

Says Dolan. "We'd
start out in LA, we've
never been there."
Other ideal musiciang
to perform with are
Alter Bridge and Rel
Hot Chili Peppers
The band has a huge
amount of optimism,
thanks to the huge
support of their fans
"We all have the sam

hopes, we know there
isn't anything we can

Brian Murtaugh, vocalist of the band Impulsive
Decision sings during rehearsal for an upcoming gig.

From Left: Anthony Massi, rhythm gui-
tarist and Tom McFerren, bassist of
Impulsive Decision
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Human Rights eund Wong in Calibrnia

Lauren Lamourine

Campus PrREssCoPY EDITOR

With the 2008 election
closed, the most important
things on the average
American's mind are the econ-
omy, Iragi War, and healthcare
policies. Though for some peo-
ple, there is one other issue on
their minds. It is the mere defi-
nition of marriage.

The fight for gay mar-
riage rights has been active for
the past decade.Nine states
have accepted “civil unions,"
only Massachustts and
Connecticut currently allow
gay couples to marry, while
states such as New Jrsey,
Vermont, and Pennsyvania
have made civil unions equalto
marriage in terms of wills,
taxes insurance, and adoption.

The Defense  of
Marriage Act (DOMA) was
passal by an overwhelming
majority in 1996, but has been
attacked increasingly over the
past ten years. The most recent
attack was May B, 2008,when
California's DOMA was found
unconstitutional by the
California SupremeCourt, stat-
ing it violated equal protection.
Yet, a oonstitutional amend-
ment banning gay marriage,
known as Proposition Eight,
passal on Election Day.

Since DOMA 's pass-
ing, the SupremeCourt has it -
erally ignored any challenges
brought up attacking the con-
stitutionality of DOMA. The
critics sa Congress does
nothave the right to dictate
marriage, that it is discrimina-
tion and goes againg other

clauses in the Constitution.
Despite the paradox between
the clauses twenty-seven states
have amended their
Conditutions to state marriage
is strictl y between aman and a
woman, Florida being the most
recent state.

Many arguments have
been made againg gay mar-
riage; the most common
(excluding religion) stating it is
the first step to legalize mar-
riage to animals. Howeer, this
point was made back when
interracial marriages were first
allowed. Has it happened yet?
No. Why? Animals cannot sign
contracts.

Another attack on gay
marriageis it will openthe door
to polygamy marriage.
Polygamy is originall y based on
a religious matter. Most of the
highly recognized figuresin the
Bible: Abraham, &oob (Israel),
and Dbb all had many wives.
Technically, it cannot be
banned on that reason alone.
Children who are not raised by
both a father and a mother are
not raised properly is a com-
mon attack. This also implies
that children who have lost a
parent will not become a real
adult later in life. This includes
the death of a parent. If this
position is taken lit erally, wid-
ows will either have to remarry
before the funeral, or give the
child up for adoption. Divorce,
being incredibly high in this
country, would also then be
illegal.

Yetanother statements

implie s with the legalization of
homosexual marriage schools
will have to teach gay sex, and
describe those relationships to
children.

Schools do not teach
how sex works; they merely
teach how sex causesreproduc-
tion. Sex-ed does not include
how to havethe best orgasm, or
the pros and cons of anal
sexnor does it include relation-
ship. Most schoolsdo not even
go far into heterosexual affairs,
and strictl y teach the impor-
tance of abginence

"Marriageis an institu -
tion for the expansion of the
species. Gay ouples cannot
biologically have children."
Couples do not marry for the
firm desire to procreate. Some
couples do not want children,
and some couples are not able
to have children. Taking this
statement literally means
women who have had health
issues or have gone through
menopause cannot marry. Men
who have problems with infer-
tility cannot be husbands

The main gay marriage
ban is defended by "marriage is
between a man and a woman,"
an argument based on religious
ideologies. Stating that some-
thing is not allowed strictl y on
religious grounds is againg the
Condtitution, which could be
considered traitorous action.
The most liberal part of the
country today- the New
England states- were originally
colonized strictl y for their reli-
gious freedom. Now they are

the only states to ignore reli-
giousinfluencesin politics. The
Episcopalian bishop of New
Hampshire is gay, New Jersey
initiat ed one of the first civil
union recognitions for same
sex couples, and
Massachustts, where the
Puritans settled almost 400
years ago to escape from
England'sreligion based laws.

The founding fathers
of the United Statesof America
did not want any religious mat-
tersto complicate scularsocie-
ty. They stated in the Bill of
Rights an American citizen is
guaranteed the right to speak
his mind, petition for or againg
matters, organize as&mblies
for all causes publish opinions
freely, and practice any religion
he chooses It claims the gov-
ernment cannot interfere with
the exercising of these rights.
Thomas Jdferson, the third
president, told his own parish
the only way to defend republi-
canism, according to the Plato
philosophy the republic was
inspired by, would be to com-
plete ssparate the church from
the state. The main attack on
gay marriage is religious, from
at least one sect of the most
practiced faiths. Using even
one of the religious based
attacks to ban gay marriage is
againg the First Amendment.
Marriage is both secular and
religious. The religious can
refuse to recognize it, but the
secular cannot.

Editor's
Corner

Jessica Mudterman

CAMPUS PRESSEDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Dear Readers,

The November issueof
the paper contained more mis-
takes than | would care to
acknowledge. Theseinclude
publishing last year's basket-
ball schedule and team roster,
incorrectly attributing Jennifer
Matthews' article "Attendance
Policy, Part Two: The Other
Side" to Elizabeth Loshikian,
and publishing an incorrect
version of Marina Elwell's
poem "No Friend of Mine."

To make amends we
are re-publishing Jennifer
Matthews' article with her
nameand the correct version of
Marina Elwell's poem.

I would also like to
take this time to announce that
my Co-Editor, Lauren
Lamourine, has stepped down
from her position, but will con-
tinue to work on the paperas a
writer and copy editor. Also,
our Editor of Layout and
Design, Vincent J.
Gianfranceso 1V, will be grad-
uating from Camden County
College and transferring to
another institution in the fall.
We wish him the best of luck in
all of his future endeavors.

Sincerely,

JesicaTuckerman
Editor-in- Chief
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21 Is the Right Age

Laura McCallian

CaMPUS PRESSSTAFF WRITER

My parentsdid it when they
were young and they turned
out good. | can go to Iraq and
fight for our country but | can't
enjoy a beer? Kids under the
ageof 21all around the country
ask these questions. Of course
the obvious response would be
why not lower the age What
opened my eyes to this hot
topic is that colleges are push-
ing for students to be legally
able to drink at the age of 18
becaue of the issues with
underage drinking at colleges
now a days.

Collegelifeleadsto drinking
by most students who enter as
abgainers; this is a common
"fact" that many people use as
an argument to push the lower
the drinking age debate. Yet
according to the Federal statis-
tics most students arrive at col-
legealready having prior drink -
ing experience through their
high school years and yes the
proportion of drink er'sincreas-
es that's becaus during most
student's junior year in college
they become 21.Also, college
students are away from home
to establish their independence
and showing that they are
growing up and aretaking their
future into their own hands. So
pleaseexplain to me why then
colleges are being blamed
becaus they are going out and
making bad decisions Does no
responsibility lie on the stu-
dent or the parents for not
already estblishing a sense of
responsibility in their child.

Another thing that needs to
be pointed out isthat at the age
of 18we can fight for our coun-
try but we can't have adrink?
Yes, young adults at the age of
18cangointo the service but if
we are fighting to say that we
need to lower the age becaus
they cannot control themselves
and wait till the ageof 18. Do
we really want to lower the age
so the people that are defend-
ing out country can enjoy a
couple drinks? The reason that
this argument has no weight is
becaus it must not really
bother them becaus there are
still plenty of 18year olds that
are enlisting. The 21year old
law is enforced becaus at the
age of 18were still testing our
boundariesand already dealing

with being on our own and
owning up to new responsibili-
tiesdo we really need any more
temptation?

This takes me into my next
reasonfor not lowering the age
"It's the forbidden fruit which
is why they want it even more".
I'm sorry isn't that the excuse
that the boyfriend/girlf riend
gives when they cheated on
their significant other? "Sorry
babe but you weren't around
and they were there tempting
me", are we all ok with accept-
ing that? So we're saying that
we need no self-control, we are
in capable of saying no to
temptation? | think that's
underestimating us asgrowing
young adults. Also if you were
to aska2lyearold if drinking is
all that its cracked up to bethey
would say "its fun to go out on
a Saturday night with friends
but its expensive." just as 22
year old Allison said a recent
graduate of Carbini college.

Somemore factsthat | found
through the Center on
Addiction and Subgance
Abuse or CASAhelp prove why
there is no good reason to
lower the drinking age First
sixty percent of college women
who have acquired sexually
transmitted diseases including
AIDS were under the inf luence
of alcohol at the time of inter-
course or sexual activity.
Around ninety percent Of all
reported rapes that occur on
campus happened when alco-

hol is involved either by the vic-
tim or the assailant. Violent
crimesthat happenon campus
occur ninety-five percent of the
time due to alcohol-related
issues. The number of women
that said they drink to get
drunk has more than triiple d
between 1977 and B93. The
thing that should stand out is
that in 1977 peoplewereableto
drink at the ageof eighteen.
Young kidstoday are already
drinking at a young age why
not be opento it and help con-
trol it . Another so called fact
that is being passal around by
young people and some adults
that are advocating a younger
age Yes according to federal
government research heavy
alcohol use by people seven-
teen years or younger has
dropped 65.9 percent between
1985-097. In a recent fifteen
year period deaths associated
with young drinking drivers
aged 16-24 decreased by an
impressive 47%, almost half.
Could that be becaus there is
really less of them out there
than we all believe. I'm starting
to seethat no matter what the
age there will be issues with
alcohol but | prefer the statis-
tics that correlate with the
twenty one year old drinking
age What about the USA hav-
ing the oldest drinking agein
the world? It seems that it's
actually agood thing because
at a consumption rate of 1.4
per person the USA falls far

down at 32nd on the list
around the world.

Alcohol is an ice-
breaker, makes a marty a
good time, and helps me
loosen up. Wait, that makes
us sound like really boring
people. Asif we aren't capa-
ble of being something
besides wall flowers with -
out alcohol, lets stepup and
realize that yesalcohol is be
enjoyed and can be a good
thing when used properly
and is understood for what
it is. In the right hands a
delicious drink, in the
wrong hands a night in the
hospital or worse, amorgue.

Lower the Drinking Age

Claire Smith

SeeciAL TO THE CAMPUS PRESS

It is difficult to imag-
ine that at one point in our
country's history, Harvard
College actually built and
maintained its own brewery to
make sure that a steadysupply
of beer would be available in
the student dining hall. That is
quite a ontrast to today's soci-
etal views on drinking, espe
cially drinking amongs 18-5
year olds.

Twenty-four years ago, the
United States Government
passe the National Minimum
Drinking Act of 1984, which
makes it illegal to purchase or
be in public possesion of alco-
hol by anyone under the ageof
21.The penalty for any state not
in compliance was to lose 10%
of their highway funding. Every
state has been in compliance
since the law's effective date.
Since the law was passedthere
arethose who support what the
law is trying to accomplish, but
there are also critics who
believe that the drink -
ing ageshould be low-
ered backto 18or 1.

According to sup-
porters of keeping the
minimum  drinking
age at 21,the enact
ment of the
Minimum Drinking
Age Act of 1984 has
saved thousands of
young lives.

This is true.
However,
what is not
mentioned
is that in
2005, 5
percent of
the drivers
involved in
fatal  acci-
dents were
intoxicated,
with the
majority  of
those drivers
between the
agesof 21and
24,

A big prob-
lem today
is not only
drinking
and driving
among young adults, but the
abuse of alcohol by these ol-
lege-aged individuals.
Reently, a group of 13 college
presidents signed a petition
under the Amethyst Initiati ve
proposing formal debate for
lowering of the drinking age as
well as invegigating whether
"the highway funding incentive
encourages or inhibits that
debate."

Many critics of the higher
drinking age state that when
alcohol is illegal to those
younger than 21lyearsold, it is
comparable to the days of
Prohibition. At the age of 18,
every US citizen is eligible to
marry, vote, have an abortion,
join the milit ary and serve the
country, sell booze at a bar,
watch or act in a pornographic
movie, get a job brewing beer,
distilling liqguor or making

wine, pay taxes and bemme a
professional athlete. A com-
mon myth that is given asrea-
son for keeping the drinking
ageat 21 ighat a teenagemind
is not ready to deal with the
effects of alcohol. If an 18or 19
year old is able to juggle 15-18
credit hours of classtime plus
studying, ajob, and even possi-
bly asmall social life, they most
likely will be able to handle a
drink. Another myth is that a
teenageris not emotionally sta-
ble enough to be drinking , and
that suicide rateswill skyrocket
if the drinking ageis lowered.
Perhapsif the government is so
concerned about teen suicide
they should examine those 19
year olds who are voluntarily
jump out of airplanes to sky-
dive, becaug it appearsto be
much more dangerous Not to
sgy that there are not those
under 21who do not have the
emotionally, physically or men-
tally strength to consume alco-
hol. Howeer, the samecan be
said for plenty of people over

the ageof 21.

Part of the allure of drinking
for those who are underageis
the fact that it is not permit-
ted. Many peoplewill attestto
the fact that once they turned

21years old, the glamour of

drinking wearsoff, and many

actually drink less than

before they were legally

allowed to. If the gov-

ernment wants to

encourage respon-

sible drinking

behaviors, then the

radical drinking laws

need to be reexam-

ined. In European

countries, kids start

drinking with their

parents in modera-

tion at a relatively

young age and while

most countries have a

18or 19 drinking age

most do not strictl y

enforce the law. It

speaks to the method

of teaching kids about

drinking by starting

them slowly in mod-

eration-European

countries have some of

the lowest drinking mort ality
rates

On the opposite end, the
United States has one of the
most radical stanceson drink -
ing, and our country hasone of

the highest drinking fatality
rates among young people in
the world. The United States
Government is fueling the
drinking  problem among
young adults by prohibiting

alcohol. 18 year olds can be
mature enough to hold the
legal responsibility of someone
twice his age but often end up
acting half their age in their
quest for the forbidden fruit. If
we teach young adults to be
sde and smart when they par-
ticipate in drinking as asocial
activity, we may be able to
lower the abuse and mortality
ratessignificantly.
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Naomidgel
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MySpace.com is a
social-networking  website.
Tom Anderson, the creator of
MySpace.com, originally creat-
ed the website for musiciansto
communicate back and forth
through the World Wide Web,
which remained somewhat
inconspicuous until the mass-
media becameprivy of the net-
working-website. duist as soon
as fans and critics became
aware that there wasactually a
place wherethey could possibly
communicate  with  their
favorite musical-performers,
they decided to become a part
of the vast networking within
the website. Becaug the web-
site did not restrict non-musi-
cal performers from joining the
website, people of all ages were
able to complete the sign-up
process then join, and within
minut esthey could have access
to a broad amount of musical-
artists.

Over the years,
MySpace.com has become, as
somewould imply, agreat phe-
nomenon of the 20th century,
especialy among younger
users, usually between the ages
of fourteen through twenty-
one. But this does not limit the
other users who also use
MySpace.com as well; users
between the ages of twenty-two
and thirty yearsold, also make
up for a broad majority of the
members within this popular
social-networking website.

MySpace.com is used
for many purposes other than
its original int ention.
MySpace.com is used by mem-
bersto browse through others'
profiles for the sole purposesof
either keeping in touch with
old or new friends, meeting a
significant other, bemming a
pen-pal, or should | say-Cyber-
Pal, whereassomeuserssimply
use MySpace.com for business-
networking. Whatever the
users purpose, MySpace.com
has become one of the most
popular, if not the most used,
social-networking website on
the World Wide Web. Someof
the members on MySpace.com
are users from another coun-
try; so if a user from America
hasan interestin communicat-
ing with apersonfrom another
culture, then MySpace.com can
help.

MySpace.com, gives
users the ability to express
themselves The site allows
usersto upload up to five-hun-
dred photos, add the music of
their choice to their profile, and
to create or add a unique back-
ground to their personal site.
Becaug MySpace.com allows
its usersto have "their own per-
sonal website," it makesit fun
for the user to express them-
selves

MySpace.com has alot
to offer to all of its users, what-
everthe benefits, MySpace.com
has something to offer to the
entire world.

Since MySpace.com is
filled with young users, both
male and female, it should

come to no surprise that this
information has not slipped
through the fingers of child-
predators. MySpace.com has
become a playground for indi-
viduals who have a fawrable
appeal for young children.
Naturally, yet unfortunately, for
the child-predator, it alsogives
them a place to expressthem-
selves Becaug of the aware-
ness of child-predators on the
social networking website, it
has allowed invedigators to
catch either formally convicted
predators or new ones. Perhaps
forty-year-old Steven Jhnson,
has taken too much of a liking
to young SuzieSmith, but iron-
ically, Suzie Smith, turns out to
be an invegigator for local law
enforcement. Solong, Steve!
Better yet, how about
the community volunteers,
whose acts of heroism have
become somewhat of an epi-
demic, who have created a pro-
file for missing children? Or
how about the man that creat-
ed a profile posting pictures of
wanted felons, which include
people who have escapeal from
prison, those wanted for mur-
der or some other violent
crimes that are sadistic in
nature? These \olunteers have
all become local and national

self-discovery!
There
even are grown
men on
MySpace.com, who
are jobless sit in
their mothers’
basements, and
make little girls
cry; but look on
the bright side-
everyone on
MySpace.com is
rich! If you look on
users websites the
network  allows
users to post their
income. More
often then not
users make at
least - $100,000.0
perannual income.

If liberal
Americans were
serious about
spreading the
wealth, a good
place to start

would be on MySpace.com; you
can always find people with a
bundle of money on there!
Most impressive of all,
is when Angelina Dlie sends
friend requests, posing herhalf
naked body. How enticing! |
have never seen a celebrity with
so many profiles. Considering
that Dblie livessuch a busy life,
one might think, "H ow does
shemanage?"Shegoes to some
foreign country, throws some-
thing on her back, beomes a
mother to yet another hopeless

users. Commentsthat are post-
ed by other users often display
the time and the date that the
comment was posted. Usually
comments require the 'web-
masters' approval before being
published to the general pub-
lic; soif you are really into the
person that you are stalking,
then you can always keep on
revisiting the personswebpage
to see when the comments
were posted. Usually that will
giveusapretty good ideaof the
time that the user last logged
on. But then again, what if

heroes, by creating a
profile on
MySpace.com and
posting bulletins on
missing or even want-
ed persons Not only
were some of the
missing persons
found, but someof the
criminals have been
brought to justice

MySpace.com, leads
an individual through
the path of self-dis-
covery, especially
young Americans. It
teaches Americans
not only to practice,
but to elaborate on
their  freedom of

the user setstheir website to
private? MySpace.com does
offer aprivacy feature where
a user can block their web-
site from being viewed by
anyone other than the users
that are on their personal
website. This creates a
dilemma for the stalker, and
often leavesthe stalker feel-
ing frustrated, unwelcome,
uninformed and empty.
Thereis no need to fret, the
stalker can always create
another account, separate
from their current account,
where they canthen upload
an image of another person
and send that person a
request to be added to their
website. The stalker must

speech. It allows us to
comment on other culturesand
to introduc e ourselves to other
users by describing ourselves
with not only formal, but polit -
ically correct words, like: "Big
Black Beauty," "Sexy
Chocolate,” "Notorious
Gangger,” "Obama Fan," or
even "Midget Lover." Naturally,
it is our usernamethat attracts
the type of other usersthat we
are looking to connect with.
MySpace.com allows
users to express themselves
even further by posting blogs
on their websites Blogs could
range on a variety of informa-
tive topics, like: "Why | Hate
America," "How To Get High
Without Using Marijuana,”
"Better Sex-That Does Not
Include Your Spouse,” "The
Secrets To My Mafia Family"
and last but certainly not least
"Why RepublicansMake Better
Lovers." All of these topics
allow usto expressourselves by
using our freedom of speech. It
is self-expression that leads to

and helplesschild, but yet she
has at least one-hundred pro-
files on the vast social-net-
working website:
MySpace.com. It would only be
natural for us to consider her
efforts to help those less rtu-
nate. How thoughtful it is of
her, to not only send friend
requests, but to hold an con-
versation with users until four
o'clock in the morning.
Another excellent fea-
ture about MySpace.com is that
it allows us to not only see
when other users have logged
in, but also when they are
online; which is an excellent
tool for stalking. Even though
MySpace.com offers us a fea-
ture where we can hide when
we are currently online, there
are other ways around that
one- for us professionals, Users
canalwaysgoto the other users
website, of the personthat they
are stalking, and look at com-
ments that are posted by other

always make sure that the
photo that they use is of an
attractive person of the oppo-
site :x to the personthat they
are stalking, that way-they are
sure to be accepted! Problem
solved.

Most devastating of
all, is when we are removed
from another wuser's "Top
Friend List." MySpace.com
offers an extraordinary and
most impressive feature which
allows its users to place up to
forty 'top' friends on their web-
site, where they are displayed
to the public as nothing more
than the users pets, playmates,
or trophies. When someoneis
removed, Mom, receives acall
at work, with an upset daugh-
ter crying on the other line.
Jbhnny breaks it off with his
other girlf riends, and Gretchen
feels so much more ugly than
the day before. The mother,
naturally concerned asks her
daughter, "What's wrong,
honey?" The daughter sniffles,

wipes a tear from her eye, and
responds: "dhn took me off of
his top friend list!" For this very
reason, MySpace.com should
be banned.

When MySpace.com
starts making little girls cry, or
when the users self-image is
dependant on how many
friends they have on a social
networking website, or who
accepts them or who does not
accept them, that is devastat-
ing to our youth. MySpace.com
has been banned throughout

public schools all across
America; which posesan inter-
egsing question: Which is
worse, cocaine or

MySpace.com? College stu-
dents can't keep away from it
while they are in the middle of
class! God forbid the professor
starts lecturing, students rush
to the webto eagerly type in the
domain name:
www.MySJpace.com.

Likewise,
MySpace.com should also be
restricted all across wllege
campuses Some colleges have
an attendance policy, why not
impose this policy as well?
What is the point of imposing
an attendance policy, if stu-
dents are only going to play
around on the computerswhen
they are in classanyway? Sure,
we are striving to teach the up
and coming generation that
they need to stay committed to
their jobs and their education,
but what are we teaching stu-
dents if we allow them to have
access tositesthat are not edu-
cational? "Sudents, goto work
on time, be reliable, and it is
okay to be on the computer
during work hours, just aslong
as you show up. We want you to
at least make an effort and
make it look lik e you are work-
ing!"

Non-educational
Websites should be locked out
of college computers just as
they are locked out of public
schools all across the nation.
Sure MySpace.com is exciting!
If users are looking for some
excitement in their life, they
could always go to an amuse-
ment park or-perhapsthe zoo!
Go see amovie! Beter yet, go
find areal hobby!
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Aries
(March 21 —April 19)

Work is very rewarding this
month, dear Aries, yet you still
manage to find ways to break
the routine. You
are very busy
expanding your
horizons,

whether it's
through actual
travel or “arm-

chair travel”. At times, you may
come across as opinionated,
but it's more likely enthusiasm
for sharing your thoughts.
Romance is to be found when
you are enjoying non-routine
activities. December presents a
nice balance of recognition and
accomplishment, as well as
recreation and love. A stellar
romantic opportunity occurs
on the 4-6, and professional
rewards arrive in the last week.

Taurus
(April 20 - May 20)

Sharing, intimacy, finances,
and power plays all figure
strongly for you in December,
dear Taurus. In the first three
weeks of the
month, you are
thinking strategi-
cally, making
plans, and
watching others
around you more than you are
participating. You stand to gain
much from your observations!
The last week of the month
brings with it buzz of travel or
educational  opportunitie s,

December Horoscopes

most lik ely involving a partner,
who has been going through a
lot of changes recently.
Creative aenues open up on
the job this month, and your
credibility soars

Gemini
(May 21 - une 21)

Balancing your needs with
those of a significant other
involves plenty of negotiating
and backand-forth before
arriving at any
conclusionsthis

month, dear
Gemini. Times
like these

require a ocer-

tain amount of

tact and a need to let others
take center stage for the time
being. A loan or repayment is
likely to make headlines for you
towards the end of December.
A personal project could bear
fruit around the Full Moon on
the 12th, which occurs in your
sign. An intimat e conversation
with someone special can be
very revealing mid-month.

Cancer
(une 22 - dly 22)

You simply can't wait until the
New Year to begin fulfilling
your resolutions regarding
health, fitness and lifesyle
changes, dear Cancer. Thetime
is now! You are raring to go,
ready to completely rework
your routines. You have more
energy than usual for work,
projects, and anything that

involves reorganizing and
restructuring .
Taking care of
details is what's

on your mind
now. The last
week of

December brings

intense energyto a partnership
or significant relationship. The
need for changes in your
approach to a partnership
becomes apparent now.

Leo
(duly 23 - August 22)

The first three weeks of
December are exciting and
stimulating for you, dear Leo.
This is a decidedly romantic
and creative period for you.
You have special
magnetic appeal,
extraenergy and
a real yen for
excitement now.
Creative  Leos
will be on a roll, producing
more than ewver, and publishing
opportunitie s may be forth-
coming. The last week of
December features a job offer
or opportunity, possibly a
work-at-home endeavor. Don't
wait until the New Year to
make resolutions regarding
health and fithess—the time is
now.

Virgo
(August 23 - September 22)

A scurry of activity in and
around the home or with fami-

ly isin store for you this month,
dear Virgo. You are busy with
preparations,

repairs, and re-
organizing—

and enjoying

every minut e of

it! It's a fabu-

lous time to get

your “nest” in order and func-
tioning smoothly. The last
week of December is positively
intense for romance and inti-
macy. An exciting proposal or
opportunity regarding love,
recreation, and creativity
comes your way. The holidays
for you in 2008 are likely to be
especially magical and memo-
rable. Loveis in the air!

Libra
(September 23 - October 22)

An especially busy—mostly
pleasantly so—period is in
store for you in the first three
weeksof December, dear Libra.
It can get a little hectic, with
many errands to run, more
ideasthan you can realistically
implement, and
plenty of contact
with friends, sib-
lings, and neigh-
bors. It's atime
of networking,
and you're coming across \ery
smoothly. The last week of the
month (and year!) is revealing
and perhapsintense for family
matters. From the 7th forward,
great energy for attraction,
entertainment, and romance is
with you.

Sorpio
(October 23 - November 21)

In many ways December is a
“money month” for you, dear
Sorpio. You enjoy extraenergy
and enthusiasm for increasing
your income. It's an excellent
opportunity period for a bonus
or raise that truly
makes a differ-
ence in your life!
You could be tak-
ing on a bigger
work load at the
sametime. If you're waiting for
money in the form of aloan or
repayment of adebt to you, it's
likely to arrive around the Full
Moon on the 12th. Deember is
a banner month for finances,
communications, and learning.

Sagittarius
(November 22 - De@mber 21)

Energy, verve, and confidence
are with you this month, dear
Sagittarius, until the last week
of the month when your life
winds down, quite appropriate-
ly! Until then, it's hustle and
bustle, and mat-
ters are definit e-
ly working in
your favor. Don't
be surprised if
romantic oppor-
tunities find you easily and
when you least expect them—
it's just that kind of month. A

love interest has your best
interests at heart just now. A
proposal involving money
comes to you in the last week of
December. Writers and artists
are especially inspired during
this period.

Capricorn
(December 22 - &nuary 19)

Issues revolving

around your fam-

ily and the past

capture much of

your attention

this month, dear

Capricorn. While others are
racing around you, preparing
for the holidays, you are enjoy-
ing a £nse of peace. The last
week of the month begins a
power period that you take
with you into the New Year.
Tremendousenergyand initia -
tive is with you as you embark
on ajourney of internal change
and personal discovery. It feels
like you can move mountains.
The key to harnessing this
energy is focus—a natural tal-
ent for you!

Aquarius
(January 20 - February 18)

Decemberisripe with opportu-
nity for envisioning new proj-
ects and goals for your future,
dear  Aquarius. Friends,
acguaintances and groups will
certainly keep
you busy.
Romance, how-
ever, is mostly
quiet until after
the 7th, when
Venus, the goddess of love,
entersyour sign and staysthere
into the New Year, bestowing
beautiful energy for attracting
what and who you want into
your life. It's a mostly easy
month, save for someimpulsive
energymid-month, when over-
spending or speculation could
be costly.

Pisces
(February 19 - March 20)

In most ways, December is a
high profile month for you,
dear Pisces except for on a
romantic level, which is satisfy-
ingly private. You may be put
“in charge of a

private matter.

Secrets are
revealed—and
revealing.

Intense energy

comes from a

friend in the last week of the
month. It’ svirtuall y impossible
to escape professional atten-
tion this month. The 12-16 is
especially fortunate for work
and financial matters. Your
work is recognized and reward-
ed, you come across as epecialt
ly competent, and you experi-
ence a professional peak of
sorts.

Horoscopes court esy
of CafeAstrol ogy.com.
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Phillies shav why a championship is so irgeal to big city

Phil Sheridan

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

PHIL ADELPHIA - It is
part of the job, rushing from
press boxes to the fields and
clubhouses where professional
athletes @lebrate champi-
onships like so many unsuper-
vised preschoolers

For years upon years,
those celebrations have fea-
tured players from Other
Places From Los Angeles and
Bogon, from New York and
Chicago. A writer from a
Philadelphia paper could only
look around, take it in, and try
to imagine what it might be
like here, in his hometown,
with his own family and friends
hoarse from screaming in joy.

And then it was10p.m.
EDT on Wednesday. The cham-
pagnebottles werein the hands
of the Philadelphia Phillies.
The big television platform
supported the weight of Dave
Montgomery and Pat Gillick
and Charlie Manuel, then
Jmmy Rollins and Brad Lidge
and Pat Burrell and Ryan
Howard.

And all those years of
covering the winners from
Other Places were of no use at
all. After 45 vyears in
Philadelphia, 23 of them writ -
ing about sports for newspa-
pers, | had no idea what to do

PrROPERTY OF MCT CAMPUS - REPRODUCED WITH PERMISSION

with myself after Lidge struck
out Eric Hinske. Oh, a column
got written somehow, but that
was later, up in the pressbox.
I'm talking about the half-
hour or soon the field and in
the clubhouse at Citizens
Bank Park.

Interviewing people|
seemed absurd. What do you

makes the dream seaon
even better."

Lindsay, Avery and
some family members
were sitting slightly to the
first-base side of home
plate. She knew Brad
wanted to be on the
mound at the end, and she
said she felt confident

ask Rollins or Jamie Moyer or

Philadelphia Phillies Shane Victorino carries the

when he cameout to pitch

Carlos Ruiz? "How do you|world Series Trophy out of the stadium after the the ninth inning.

feel?" The answer is in their \championship celebration at Citizens Bank Park
on Friday, October 31, 2008, in Philadelphia,
Bryant/Philadelphia

eyes and their smiles, not in

Pennsylvania.
any words. It seemed very,nquirJ,MCT)

(Michael

And her reaction when
Hinske swung and missed
one of Lidge'swicked slid-

important somehow just to
take it all in, to see it and
remember it and try to share
what it waslike.

Therewas apolice offi-
cer standing along the warning
track near the Phillies' dugout.
Fanswere throwing him things
_ towels, paper, whatever _and
he wasswoping up just a bit of
the dirt and throwing the sou-
venirs back. It was one of the
most beautiful things you
could see.

But it wasn't asbeauti-
ful as3-year-old Avery. Shewas
riding high in her father's
arms, her teeth chattering in
the chill night, her smile
almost too big for her face.
Then she turned around and
gave her daddy two tiny

thumbs up, agesture the entire
city of Philadelphia would have
loved to give him just then.

And her  daddy,
Bradley Thomas Lidge, lit up
with a whole new kind of hap-
piness Minutes earlier, he had
been at the bottom of a pile of
Phillies, celebrating in front of
the world. Now, with his family
gathering around him, it was
sinking in. His life won't be the
same anymore. He's now the
man who got the final out of
the 2008 World Series.

"Brad did beautifully,
and so did everybody else,"
Lidge'swife, Lindsay, said. "His
reaction was priceless Ewery
guy dreams of getting to the
World Series. To win it, it just

ers?
"Pure joy," his wife
said, and a city would agree.
There was a dgrong
sense of family on the field.
Players were surrounded by
parents and wives and chil-
dren. Friends pointed digital
cameras at each other. The
Moyer clan gathered for an on-
field group shot. Jmie
clutched a surprisingly large
rectangular block that turned
out to bethe pitching rubber.
But family didn't just
mean spouses and blood kin.
No, it was driking how every
player seemed eager to share
this with the sellout crowd that
showed no signs of departing.
From field view, you could just
make out this blur of facesand

hats and signs, and this enor-
mous, unceasing jet-engine
roar as the cheering swelled
and swelled higher.

Up in the clubhouse,
Ruiz camearound the counter-
top that divides the enormous
room in half and spied a man
in unacceptably dry Phillies
gear being interviewed by a TV
reporter. It was unclear
whether Chooch realized the
man he wasspraying in the face
with champagnewasthe mayor
of Philadelphia, although it
was quite clear that Michael
Nutter didn't mind at all.

Next thing you knew,
the quiet catcher from Panama
and the soft-spoken mayor
were embracing and laughing
like the oldest of friends.

It was a snapshot of
what was going on all over the
city by then. On the way out of
the parking lot, a dranger
informed me that he loved me.
At that moment, he loved
ewveryone, and he was making
surethey knew.

Somemen won a base-
ball game, and the mood of an
entire region wastransformed.
If that doesn't answer the ques-
tion of why sports matter,
nothing will.

2008-2009 Men'’s
Basletball Schedule

*Home gamesare in bold.

Date and Time

12/@®/08 Tuesday, 6:00 PM
12/04/08 Thurs day, 7:00 PM
12/06/08 Satur day, 1:00 PM
12/09/08 Tuesday, 7:00 PM
12/11/08Thurs day, 7:00 PM
12/B/08 Satur day, 2:00 PM
12/16/08Tuesday, 5:00 PM
12/18/08Thursday, 7:00 PM
12/20/08 Saturday, 1:00 PM
01/X/08 Saturday, 3:00 PM
01/20/08 Tuesday, 5:00 PM
01/22/08 Thurs day, 7:00 PM
01/24/08 Satur day, 12:00 PM
01/27/08 Tuesday, 5:00 PM
01/2/08 Thursday, 7:00 PM
01/31/08 Saturday, 1:00 PM
02/03/08 Tuesday, 6:00 PM
02/07/08 Saturday, 12:00 PM
02/10/08 Tuesday, 7:30 PM
02/12/08 Thurs day, 7:00 PM
02/14/08 Satur day, 1:00 PM
02/17/08 Tuesday, 7:00 PM
02/19/08 Thursday, 7:00 PM

Opponent
Ocean CC

St. Joe’s Uni versity
Sussex CC
Atlantic Cape CC
Gloucester CC
Middle sex CC
Brook dale CC
Del Tech Stanton
Raritan Valley CC
BergenCC
Cumberland C C
Ocean CC
Union CC
Atlantic Cape
Gloucester CC
Susex CC
Brookdale CC
Middle sex CC
PasaicCC
Bergen CC
Rarit an Valley CC
CCof Morris
Williamson Trade

*Home gamesare in
Date and Time

12/06/08 Saturday 1:00 PM
12/09/08 Tuesday 5:00 PM
12/11/08Thurs day 5:00 PM
12/B/08 Satur day 12:00 PM
12/16/08Tuesday 7:00 PM
12/18/08Thurs day 7:00 PM
12/20/08 Satur day 1:00 PM
01/03/08 Satur day 3:00 PM
01/06/08 Tuesday 5:00 PM
01/08/08 Thursday 5:00 PM
01/10/08saturday 11:00AM
01/B/08 Tuesday 6:00 PM
01/17/08 Satur day 1:00 PM
01/20/08 Tuesday 7:00 PM
01/22/08 Thurs day 5:00 PM
01/27/08 Tuesday 7:00 PM
01/2/08 Thursday 5:00 PM
01/31/08 Satur day 1:00 PM
02/05/08 Thursday 5:00 PM
02/12/08 Thursday 7:00 PM
02/14/08 Saturday 12:00 PM
02/17/08 Tues 7:00 PM

2008-2009 Vdmen's
Basletball Schedule

bold .
Opponent
Susex CC

Atlantic Cape

Gloucester CC

Middle sex CC

Brook dale CC

Burlingt on CC

Rarit an Valley CC

Passaic CC
Mercer CC
Middle sex CC
Atlantic Cape
Salem CC
Bergen CC
Cumberland CC
Ocean CC
CCof Morris
Gloucester CC
Sussex CC
Mercer CC
BergenCC
Ocean CC
Del Tech Stanton
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Wait is Ower in Philadelphia

Ri€ Hummel

Louis PosT-DisPATCH
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PHIL ADELPHIA -
Afteralready enduring 28 fruit -
less seaons the Philadelphia
Phillies' faithful had to wait an
extra 48 hours before it was
appropriate to revel. But the
party finally began at 9:58
Wednesday night.

Concluding the first
suspendal game in World
Series history with a4-3victory
over the Tampa Bay Rays in
Game 5, the Phillies, winning
the Series four games to one,
captured only their second
World Series title in history
and first since B80. In fact, no
Philadelphia major pro sports
team had won a championship
in 25 years since the 76ersin
the  National Basketball
Association in 1983.

"l alwaysthought we'd
win the World Series," manag
er Charlie Manuel shouted to
the Citizens Bank Park crowd
afterward. "I knew we oould
beat anyone in this league

"This is for
Philadelphia. Who's the world
champions?"

Manuel, a 64-year-old
baseball "lifer" who has beenin
the game professionally since
1963, has spent the last few
weeks of his first world cham-
pionship seaongrieving for his
mother, who died at age87 ear-
lier this month.

Asked what she might
say if shemade her usual night-
time call, Manuel said, "She'd
be hollering and laughing and

telling me how good a team |
had."

The offensive heroes
were pinch hitter Geoff nkins
and longtime Phillie Pat

Tampa Bay manager
Je Maddon said he wouldn't
have altered any of his strategy,
including not getting rookie
fireballer David Price into the

Lidge'spreviousWorld
Series experience in 2005 had-
n't turned out as well. He suf-
fered two of the four losses br
Houston in a sweep by the
Chicago White Sox after sur-
rendering a memorable homer
to the Cardinals' Albert Pujols
in the fifth game of the
National League
Championship Series.

Burrell, who each doubled
for his first hit of the World
Series. knkins did it in his
second at-bat and Burrell in
his 14th.

Jenkins, the first
hitter in the re-start of a
game that was sbpped by
rain and poor field condi-
tions Monday night, dou-
bled and saored on ascratch
single by Jagon Werth to
break a tie in the sixth
inning. Roao Baldelli's
homer tied the soore again

"It's totally redeem-
ing," said Lidge "But,
honestly, it was never
about that. It was about
winning it for this city
and this team. ... This is
it, right here."

Jmmy Rollins wasthe
National League's most
valuable player last year,
but he made the team
play of sacrificing Jenkins
to thir d before Werth sin-
gled on a pop fly off the
glove of second baseman

for Tampa Bay in the sev-
enth.

Phillies closer Brad Lidge and catcher Carlos
Ruiz, embrace after the game-winning strikeout.

Akinori lw amura, who

But free-agentto-be
Burrell, perhaps playing his
last game for the Phillies after
nine seaons doubled high off
the center-field wall to start the
seventh inning.

His pinch runner, Eric
Bruntlett, moved up on a
groundout by ShaneVictorino
after a failed sacrifice and then
soored on Pedro Feliz's single
through adrawn-in infield.

Manuel said he con-
sidered batting for Feliz againg
sidearmer Chad Bradford but
determined that Feliz was a
low-ball hitter and Bradford a
sinkerball pitcher. Sq asthese
things play out, Bradford threw
a high fastball and Feliz nailed
it.

gameuntil the eighth.

"Actually, all the stuff
that happened we had planned
out before the game" said
Maddon. "They just got some
very untimel y hits."

Ultimately, it fell to
Brad Lidge, who earned his
48th savein 48 attempts. Lidge,
working for the first time since
last Thursday, allowed a one-
out single in the ninth by
Dioner Navarro and a stolen
base bypinch runner Fernando
Perez.

But pinch hitter Ben
Zobrist lined to right field and
then Lidge punched out pinch
hitter Eric Hinske on three
pitches.

tried to make a back-to-
the-infield catch.

Rollins said he had
advised Enkins of the impor-
tance of his at-bat. "I told him,
'It's not the bottom of the first.
It's the bottom of the sixth, so
actlikeit." I told him, 'If you get
that double, I'm bunting (you)
over to third." When he hit the
double, | looked at Charlie to
make sure he wanted me to
bunt. Sometimes, he lets you
swing, but | wasgoing to bunt
either way," Rollins said.

In the Tampa Bay sev-
enth, righthander Ryan
Madson relieved World Series
MVP Cole Hamels, the starter
on Monday who had a chance
for his fifth postseason victory

without ever stepping onto the
field. But Baldelli, who has
missed virtually three seaons
in the last four with myriad
injuries, made short work of
that.

Later in the inning,
with Jason Bartlett at second
and two out, Iwamura ground-
ed up the middle where Phils
second baseman Chase Utley
backhanded the ball and faked
athrow to first, where he would
have had no play.

Bartlett was waved
home by thir d-base mach Tom
Foley and Utley, after taking a
couple of more steps fired just
strongly enough to the plate,
where catcher Carlos Ruiz
tagged the headfirst-sliding
runner.

Foley said he figured
Utley would goto first and then
Bartlett could beat Ryan
Howard's peg home It didn't
happenthat way but Foley said,
"We've been aggressive all
year."

The Phillies finished
unbeaten at home in the post-
seson, winning all seven
games.

The Rays, meanwhile,
completed aremarkable seaon
in which they went from 96
losses to 97 wins _ and then
won two playoff series.

"Very few people in
this country or throughout
baseball would have even
guessad that we could get
here," said Maddon. "We made
a powerful statement. | view it
asjust the beginning. Our guys
are not going to be satisfied
without playing in October
from now on."




